[image: image1.png]



United City of Yorkville

800 Game Farm Road

Yorkville, Illinois, 60560

Telephone:
630-553-4350

Fax:

630-553-7575

Do Something Drastic –Reduce the Plastic!

A presentation for you about the effects of plastic bags on our environment and our health

Submitted by: Anne Engelhardt, Yorkville Green Committee

FACT: 115,000,000,000 pounds of plastic was produced in the U.S. last year 

Source:  American Plastics Council

FACT: The amount of plastic in municipal solid waste has increased from 1% of the total in 1960 to over 16 percent currently. Source: The Environmental Protection Agency

FACT: Over one billion single-use plastic bags are given out everyday using precious resources to manufacture and at a cost of about four billion dollars.

FACT: These costs are passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices.

FACT: Five trillion plastic bags are consumed each year. Source: The Environmental Protection Agency

FACT: The U.S. throws away over 100 Billion bags annually. Source: Wall Street Journal

FACT: Less than one-percent of plastic bags are recycled.

FACT: It cost more to recycle a bag than to produce a new one.
Source: Christian Science Monitor Newspaper
FACT: It costs more than $4,000 to process and recycle 1 ton of plastic bags, which can be sold on the market for $32 Source: Jared Bloomenfeld, Director of San Francisco's Department of the Environment
FACT: Plastic shopping bags are made from polyethylene, a thermoplastic made from oil
FACT: Reducing plastic bags will decrease foreign oil dependency.
Then where do the bags go?

· The bags get blown in the air and on the land and into our lakes, rivers, and streams. 
· Plastic bags also find their way into the sea by way of drains and sewage pipes. 

· Plastic bags account for over 10 percent of the debris in our waterways including the U.S. coastline, lakes, rivers, and streams. Source: National Marine Debris Monitoring Program
· A study in 1975 showed that oceangoing vessels together dumped 8 million pounds of plastic annually. The real reason the world’s landfills weren’t overflowing with plastic is because a large majority of plastic goes into our oceans. Source: US National Academy of Sciences
· A “plastic soup” of waste floating in the Pacific Ocean is growing at an alarming rate and now covers an area twice the size of the continental United States. Source: www.simpleliving.com
· The expanse of debris affecting the world’s largest rubbish dump is held in place by underwater currents. Source: www.simpleliving.com
· Plastic bags have been found floating north of the Arctic Circle near Spitzbergen, and as far south as the Falkland Islands. Source: British Antarctic Survey
· It has been estimated that 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals and thousands of sea turtles are killed each year by entanglement or ingestion of plastics. Source: www.simpleliving.com
· Nearly 200 species of sea life, including whales, dolphins, seals and turtles die due to plastic bags. Source: World Wildlife Fund Report 2005
· Plastic bags degrade over time eventually breaking down into smaller more toxic petro-polymers

that eventually contaminates soils and waterways. As a result particles can enter the food chain.   
Source: CNN Technology Nov. 16, 2007
· The mass of rubbish-laden water poses a risk to human health, too.

· Hundreds of millions of tiny pellets or “nurdles,” the raw materials for the plastic industry, are lost or spilled every year and eventually work their way into the sea. These pollutants act as chemical sponges that attract hydrocarbons, the pesticide DDT, and other chemicals, eventually entering the food chain. www.simpleliving.com
How are countries around the world responding to the plastic bag problem?

· On January 13, 2008, All Things Considered reported that China is taking a lead in banning free plastic shopping bags. Chinese shoppers are expected to buy or bring their own bags. 


Source: CNN.com/asia, January 9, 2008

· The country of Bangladesh has banned plastic bags. Source: MSNBC.com March 8, 2007
· In 2005 the country of Rwanda banned plastic bags.

· These countries have banned or a taking steps to ban or reduce the use of plastic bags:


Israel, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania’s Zanzibar Islands, Western India, Botswana, Taiwan, 
Singapore, and South Africa. Source: SavePlanet.com Feb 16, 2008
Cities in the United States that are banning plastic bags

San Francisco was the first city in the U.S. to ban common plastic shopping bags. It has been estimated that the city of San Francisco now has five million fewer plastic bags every month! The following U.S. cities have banned plastic bags: Austin, Texas; Bakersfield, California; New Haven, Connecticut; Portland, Oregon; Boston, Massachusetts; Phoenix, Arizona; Annapolis, Maryland and Seattle, Washington. 
Solutions…What do we do?

· If we use a cloth bag, we can save 6 bags a week, 24 bags a month, and 288 plastic bags a year. 
· One person could save 22,176 bags in an average lifetime.

· If 1 out of 5 people in the U.S. did this, we could save 1,330,560,000,000 bags over an average lifetime.
· Don’t delay, start today! 
