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Written Comments for Mayor and Yorkville City Council Meeting September 9, 2025

Re:  Ordinance 2025-57 - homelessness


Submitted by Anne Engelhardt, 

Resident of Yorkville since 1978

Anne was the Executive Director of Kendall County PADS (Public Action to Deliver 
Shelter) which provided overnight shelter, food and other services to unhoused people 
from October 2010- March 2020


Basic information about homelessness will provide a foundation for further discussion 
and discernment for effective solutions to a social problem. 


The following is a brief overview found on the internet.  Source cited below.


____________________________________________________________________________


Homelessness itself is not a crime, but rather a complex issue resulting 
from a severe lack of affordable housing, economic hardship, and unmet 
health needs. Criminalizing homelessness is a harmful, expensive, and 
ineffective approach that perpetuates harmful stereotypes and fails to 
address the root causes of homelessness. Instead, effective solutions 
involve providing affordable housing, implementing "Housing First" policies, 
and offering comprehensive social services.   

Why Homelessness Is Not a Crime 
• Root Causes: 

Homelessness is caused by a complex interplay of factors, including 
a shortage of affordable housing, economic instability, lack of 
healthcare, and other social inequities, not by criminal intent.  

• Humanitarian Issue: 
People experiencing homelessness are individuals in need of 
assistance and resources, they are not criminals.  

• Constitutional Protections: 
Laws that criminalize basic life-sustaining acts, like sleeping or 
seeking shelter, may violate constitutional protections against cruel 
and unusual punishment.  

Problems with Criminalizing Homelessness 
• Ineffective: 

Punitive measures do not solve homelessness and are a waste of 
resources that could be used for effective solutions, according to the 
National Alliance to End Homelessness.  



• Costly: 
Enforcing anti-homelessness laws is significantly more expensive 
than providing housing and supportive services.  

• Harmful to Individuals: 
Criminalization can exacerbate health problems, break connections 
with support providers, and further entrench people in cycles of 
poverty and homelessness.  

• Misdirects Resources: 
It diverts police and other officials from addressing more serious 
community safety issues, as noted by the Illinois Criminal Justice 
Information Authority.  

Effective Solutions 
• Affordable Housing: 

The fundamental solution is to create and expand the availability of 
affordable housing.  

• Housing First: 
This evidence-based approach provides immediate access to 
housing and then offers voluntary support services, which is a more 
effective and compassionate strategy than criminalization.  

• Supportive Services: 
Addressing mental health, substance use, and other health needs 
through accessible care is crucial.  

• Community-Based Solutions: 
Organizations that provide direct aid, such as hygiene supplies, food, 
and temporary shelters, are vital to supporting unhoused individuals.  

Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?
q=homelessness+in+not+a+crime&oq=homelessness+in+not+a+crime+&g
s_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhge
Mg0IAxAAGIYDGIAEGIoFMgoIBBAAGIAEGKIEMgoIBRAAGKIEGIkF0gEI
NDk1MmowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8  










