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Monica Cisija

Subject: FW: Written Comment - 8/26 City Council Meeting

From: Elizabeth Bowman <  
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 8:04:05 PM 
To: Jori Behland <jBehland@yorkville.il.us> 
Subject: Written Comment - 8/26 City Council Meeting  
  
In 2017, my abusive partner kicked me out and I was homeless for three weeks. I had no showers. I stole a loaf of bread 
and carton of fruit juice one week: it was all I got to eat. He kept my dog from me. Today, I am about to buy my first 
house. I will never forget the dehumanization and silent lonely terror. Help people out: beds, food, shelter, dignity, 
therapy, medical care, let them keep their pets. It could happen to anyone — abuse, mental illness, addiction. It could be 
your child.  
 
Elizabeth Bowman  



1

Monica Cisija

Subject: FW: Homeless issues

From: Chris Clampitt <  
Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 10:53:46 AM 
To: Jori Behland <jBehland@yorkville.il.us> 
Subject: Homeless issues  
  
 Hello I want to thank you for paying attention to the concerns of the local citizens regarding the 
recent decision on the homeless issue in Yorkville. I don't live in Yorkville but I come to Yorkville very 
often in fact most of my shopping is done in Yorkville and I have friends from Yorkville. My concern is 
that your decision creates a problem rather than attempts to heal a situation. People are homeless for 
many reasons including loss of job, divorce, loss of resources, drug abuse, mental health issues 
ETC.  Many are veterans.  The people that are homeless are not "less than" but rather a part of our 
community that doesn't know how to get their resources or doesn't have the support behind them and 
the confidence in order to achieve their best self. Lack of money should never be a crime and it's up 
to the people that make the decisions to come up with better solutions. I reach out to Yorkville 
decision makers to be the true leader in this situation. Brainstorm ideas and solutions.  Be a role 
model and blueprint for other cities to pattern their policies after. Form a council, create homes in 
empty buildings, offer more than a food pantry, offer meals, offer transportation, offer job assistance, 
offer mentoring, offer your hand in assistance. People are concerned about their fellow man but they 
have no way of reaching out, so my suggestion is for you to set a precedent be the role model and 
teach people how to extend a hand and greet the part of the community that needs your help with as 
much assistance as you can offer them.  I truly believe that with help, many in the homeless 
community can become contributing members as they rebound and get some assistance.  Thank you 
so much for reading my message and if you need someone to be on a committee that doesn't reside 
within the city limits please reach out to me and I will be happy to accept that position.  
Wishing you all the best,  
Chris Clampitt 
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Monica Cisija

Subject: FW: Wish to speak 8/26

From: John Joyce < > 
Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 1:02:43 PM 
To: Jori Behland <jBehland@yorkville.il.us> 
Subject: Wish to speak 8/26  
  
My name is John Joyce. I am a resident of Yorkville in Autumn Creek subdivision.  I would like to speak at the 8/26 
council meeting on the topic of the recently passed "public camping" ordinance. 

Please let me know if any other info is needed. 

Thank you 

John Joyce 
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These are my observations based on the meeting minutes and subsequent inquiries . . .  
 
a.  It appears that you did not have a conversation with KCHD Community Action or the Executive Director to talk 
about this idea which became a law.   
 
b   There is no mention of you having meaningful conversations for input on this ordinance from the Yorkville police 
department or Sheriff’s office.  
 
c.   You did not seek input or ideas from people in community who currently work with (or have previously had 
experience working with) the homeless population.  
 
d.  You did not seek input from faith leaders and other community leaders. 
 

3. How DID you determine this ordinance was the best way to address the issues that accompany people living 
without a permanent residence? 

4. Were there discussions  and deliberations about alternative solutions?  What were those alternatives?  If so, 
why were the other ideas rejected? 

5. What was the 12-page ordinance based on?   
6. Very importantly — Where is the data-supported, evidence-based research for this approach?  

 
Size of group of homeless people that seemed  to be disproportionate to the broad reach of this ordinance. 
                 
How many different individuals are behaving in unacceptable or illegal ways?  What is the number of homeless people 
who have received interventions and appropriate assistance in the past year?    How many reports did you receive about 
these specific individuals?  Did you discuss the reports of the issues with Yorkville Police?   
 
It looks like to me that a law was put into place due to a small number of individuals and perhaps a small number of 
incidents.  
This seems to be a swift and broad reaction rather than thoughtful deliberation and discernment of a humanitarian 
problem.   
 
 
Intention of the ordinance 
 
What is the intention of the ordinance?   How will it be enforced?  What is the expected outcome?    
 
Is it a bandaid or quick fix?  Does the ordinance have inherent components to actually examine the homeless situation 
locally - the causes and and more lasting solutions?  
 
 
Understanding the conditions of homelessness 
 
The ordinance 2025-57 voted on two weeks ago shows no understanding of the conditions and needs of unhoused 
people.   
 
People living in homeless have many reasons for their situations.  Many live with mental illness, brain injuries, PTSD, 
substance abuse, and social disorders.  Some have little or no employment.  Or the job they had was not enough to pay 
rent, utilities, transportation, food and even other thing needed for basic living.   
 
 
Crimes against people or property 
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If ANY person (with OR without a home) behaves in a way that is harmful to people or public property, there are laws to 
address these offenses.  Each offense, SHOULD be dealt with according to the laws in place for the specific offense/ 
crime -- regardless of the person's status of living in a residency or living without a permanent place to stay.   
 
HOWEVER, Is it a crime to sleep in a vehicle?  Could the person be sleeping there because they are a truck driver and 
need or re required to sleep before another long segment?  Could it be a commuter?  Could it be a person leaving a bar 
having had too much to drink, and made a decision to wait in their vehicle for awhile before driving and then fell 
asleep?  If a person is sleeping in a vehicle, does a police officer  need to know if that person is homeless or if they have 
a permanent address?    Is sleeping in a vehicle harming themselves or anyone else?  
 
Is it a crime to sleep in a public place, for on a bench or chair?  Is that harmful to self or to anyone else?  Is that person 
living with or without a permanent address?  Is that actually a necessary piece of information?  
 
 
Based on this ordinance, the consequences of being homeless will be severe. 
 
Is  a homeless person able to pay fines of $75 to $750? At what point will a homeless person be put in jail?  Will KC jail 
accept these individuals?  For how many days? What kinds of assistance will the individual receive while in jail?   In what 
ways will the behavior be changed?   What will happen to these  individuals once they are released from jail? (Repeat, 
repeat, repeat - into a never-ending downward spiral). 
 
What evidence-based, data-driven information did you have to justify this method of handling homeless people?     
 
How well do you know what procedures are currently being used to address the needs of unhoused people? 
 
Kendall County Health Department staff works with Continuum of Care, serving Kendall, Will, and Grundy 
counties.  They use a well-developed Homeless Response System.  The System Map includes Prevention, Interventions, 
and a Coordinated Entry System.      (HANDOUT)  
 
In addition, nearly 85% of he Yorkville Police Patrol Officers are certified in Crisis Intervention, which includes working 
with unhoused individuals.  
 
My biggest fear if this new law is used it will become a means of profiling:  
 
Profiling is to observe, record, or analyze a person's psychological and behavioral characteristics, so as to assess or 
predict their capabilities in a certain sphere or to assist in identifying a particular subgroup of people.  
     
Does this ordinance address only the unacceptable or unlawful Behavior, or does it Target a specific group of 
people?    Targeting, singling out a specific group of people, makes them the “other."  The “other”  become  scapegoats 
for bigger underlying issues and problems. The "other" can easily become dehumanized, making it easier to fine and jail 
them, rather than providing them with the kinds of help they actually need. 
                 
My best hope is that Yorkville will be a community with compassion and seeks sustainable solutions for the most 
marginalized people amongst us.   
 
The 39th President of the United States said ,”The measure of a society is found in how they treat their weakest and 
most helpless citizens."    
 
How do we treat the the weakest and most marginalized people in our Yorkville community?     Does ordinance 2025-
57  reflect who we are as a community? Is this law really necessary? 
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I recommend that you support the trained and certified professionals in our community, using their understanding, 
skills, and compassion as they respond to the needs of unhoused people. 
 
I recommend that you support a team of community experts and interested citizens to research and discern what else 
we can do as a community to care for unhoused individuals.  
 
I respectfully ask that Ordinance 2025-57 be repealed. 
Thank you. 
 
Anne Engelhardt 
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Monica Cisija

Subject: Homelessness

From: kelly plocher  
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2025 8:22:24 PM 
To: Bart Olson <BOlson@yorkville.il.us> 
Subject: Homelessness  
  
I would like to attend the Yorkville City Council meeting this week. However I along with several volunteers from our 
church, are serving the homeless at Hesed House in Aurora Tuesday night. I have been personally making breakfast for 
the 250 guests once a month for 5 years.Our church collects towels and personal care items , reading glasses, socks , 
and twin sheets for Hesed House. We started a little library there. I had finally put my feet where my mouth was 
complaining. I pray that others will also be moved to helpful action. I live near a park in Yorkville that had become a 
shelter for a homeless individual for several weeks. I also experienced property damage from another homeless person. 
I am glad the ordinance was passed. I pray that by doing this, Yorkville has started a conversation. Both individuals were 
asked if the would like assistance to a shelter. I was told by one individual he loved the way he lived. Chronic 
homelessness is a country problem. You can't force people to seek help, but they must abide by the same laws that 
govern us all. 





  
    

                                    




