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Marge Cline viewed paddling a canoe or kayak not only as a recreational activity, but a means to 
gain self confidence and self reliance, as well as to appreciate nature and respect the power of 
moving water.

The Yorkville Whitewater Venue is a facility that has tremendous potential as has been shown in 
many other similar venues. I know if Marge was still with us, she would be standing in my place and 
already have made a commitment to conduct educational classes for anyone interested in learning 
the skill of putting a blade to water!  

But beyond offering instructional paddling programs or letting anyone just enjoy the pleasures of 
riding the waves, your facility also has value in teaching water safety/rescue skills, basic hydrology 
or limnology and in general, be a teaching resource for many environmental and outdoor subjects - 
all of which Marge Cline believed in and shared with her legacy of students.  

I am also convinced that naming the Yorkville Whitewater Venue in honor of Marge Cline, would 
give your city important recognition beyond your borders. Word has already spread into neighboring 
states and we have already received comments from paddlers there that they cannot wait to come. 
With Marge Cline -lovingly also known as RIVER MOM - still being so well known in the paddling 
community - dedicating the facility to her will quickly become widely known.  

The positive economic impact of whitewater venues is well known. The uniqueness of the Yorkville 
Facility in our region and the recognition of Marge Cline's contributions to the sport nationally, 
regionally, and locally, are mutually reinforcing to the benefit of your city.  

I greatly appreciate your consideration of naming the Yorkville Whitewater Course in honor of 
MARGE CLINE. 

Respectfully submitted 

Sigrid Pilgrim 
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