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UNITED CITY OF YORKVILLE

KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

     PUBLIC HEARING

   800 Game Farm Road

  Yorkville, Illinois

 Tuesday, May 26, 2020

       7:00 p.m.
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1 PRESENT:

2      Mr. John Purcell, Mayor;

3      Mr. Ken Koch, Alderman;

4      Mr. Dan Transier, Alderman;

5      Ms. Jackie Milschewski, Alderman;

6      Mr. Arden Joe Plocher, Alderman;

7      Mr. Chris Funkhouser, Alderman;

8      Mr. Joel Frieders, Alderman;

9      Mr. Seaver Tarulis, Alderman;

10      Mr. Jason Peterson, Alderman.

11

12 ALSO PRESENT:

13      Mr. Bart Olson, City Administrator,

14      Mr. James Jensen, Chief of Police,

15      Ms. Lisa Pickering, City Clerk,

16      Mr. Eric Dhuse, Public Works Director,

17      Ms. Krysti Barksdale-Noble, Community

18      Development Director,

19      Mr. Rob Fredrickson, Finance Director,

20      Ms. Erin Willrett, Assistant City

21      Administrator,

22      Mr. Tim Evans, Parks and Recreation

23      Director;

24      Ms. Kathleen Field-Orr, City Attorney,
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1      Mr. Brad Sanderson, Engineering

2      Enterprises, Inc.,

3      Ms. Lynn Dubajic, City Economic

4      Development Consultant.

5                 - - - - -
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1                         (WHEREUPON, the following

2                          proceedings were had in

3                          public hearing:)

4          MAYOR PURCELL:  We get to have another

5 public hearing.  At this point I need to go over

6 the public hearing for the Proposed Downstate

7 Small Business Stabilization Applications funded

8 by the Community Development Block Grant, CDBG,

9 funds.  The total amount of CDBG funds to be

10 requested is $200,000 and will address the urgent

11 need of the business due to the COVID-19

12 emergency on the following applications:

13               Centers for Foot and Ankle Surgery,

14 Limited, d/b/a Foot and Ankle Centers; Crusade

15 Burger, LLC; Fast Burrito; Ginger and Soul, Inc.;

16 HNM Corporation; NCG Yorkville, Inc.; NDB

17 Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Sunfield Restaurant; and

18 Taekwondo Korea Center, Inc.

19               We have opened the public hearing,

20 and first I will ask if there is anyone in

21 public -- just so you are aware, there is

22 actually one member of the public here today, and

23 then there is Bart, there is JJ, and there is

24 KFO.  She is our attorney.
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1               So does any member of the public

2 here wish to speak?

3                         (No response.)

4          MAYOR PURCELL:  There was a nod of the

5 head no.

6               Now I will ask is there anyone out

7 in videoland who would like to speak to this?  If

8 so, just please wave, say -- I guess you'd have

9 to say something so I can hear you first.

10               Who is that?  Could you state your

11 name, please?  Oh, he is on mute.  One moment,

12 please.  Everyone is on mute now.

13          MR. OLSON:  You might be able to unmute

14 yourself by pressing the button.  Yeah, there you

15 go.

16          MAYOR PURCELL:  Okay.  Please state your

17 name for the record.

18          MR. ALCANTARA:  Gerardo, Fast Burrito,

19 Inc.

20          MAYOR PURCELL:  Thank you.  Is there

21 anything you want to say?

22          MR. ALCANTARA:  I say hi.

23          MAYOR PURCELL:  Hola.  Gracias.

24          MR. ALCANTARA:  De nada.  You are
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1 welcome.

2          MAYOR PURCELL:  Buenas tardes.

3          MR. ALCANTARA:  Buenas tardes.

4          MAYOR PURCELL:  Excellent.  Anyone else

5 have anything they would like to offer for the

6 public hearing?  Remember, Bart will go through

7 these under the Mayor's report in a little more

8 detail, but this is the public hearing.

9                        (No response.)

10          MAYOR PURCELL:  Oh, I'm sorry, we have

11 to go to the public hearing.  Okay.  Well, I will

12 give everyone a chance to speak one more time

13 before I turn it over to Bart.

14               Did someone else want to speak?

15                         (Unintelligible.)

16          MAYOR PURCELL:  I am hearing some

17 people, but I'm not sure who.  I see we have a

18 Dodger's fan there.  Okay.  I will turn it over

19 to Bart at this point.  Thank you.  It will be

20 just one moment.

21               Bart, that's pretty cool, you're

22 walking around and we get to see you.  It's like

23 one of those YouTubers.

24          MR. OLSON:  World's worst YouTuber, but
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1 appreciate it.

2          MAYOR PURCELL:  You are a damn good

3 administrator, though.

4          MR. OLSON:  All right.  Let me share my

5 screen here, so just bear with me for a second.

6 Okay.  Can everybody see that?

7          MAYOR PURCELL:  Yes.

8          ALDERMAN MILSCHEWSKI:  Yep.

9          MR. OLSON:  Thank you.  So we have the

10 public hearing for the Downstate Small Business

11 Stabilization Program.  So, again, this is a

12 state-ran program set up to offset the impact of

13 the COVID-19 virus, and it provides businesses up

14 to 60 days of verifiable working capital up to

15 $25,000.

16               So, again, the eligibility criteria

17 here is that you have to have been open since

18 January of 2017 with no business having changed,

19 you can't be a franchise, you have to have less

20 than 50 employees, et cetera.  The rest of the

21 requirements are on the screen there.

22               So the only requirement is that you

23 have to maintain your business and remain open

24 for 60 days after funding is rewarded and you
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1 have to use the funds for working capital, and

2 the amount of the loan and grant is based on the

3 actual business expenses.

4               So we do have eight applications in

5 this round, which is our second round.  They are

6 all on the screen and we will get into each one

7 of the businesses here in just a minute.

8               So out of these eight businesses,

9 they are requesting $25,000 each, for a grand

10 total of $200,000.

11               Okay.  So the next eight slides in

12 this presentation give detailed information about

13 each business, including the amount of funds that

14 they are requesting, what they are going to use

15 the funds for, and the impact that COVID-19 has

16 had on their business.

17               These detailed slides have been

18 available on the City website and in the City

19 Council packet since Thursday, May 21st.  I'm

20 going to show each one of the slides on the

21 screen, and rather than read the slide verbatim,

22 I am going to summarize each business's

23 information as follows:  The name of the

24 business; the amount of funds that are requested
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1 by the business; the list of activities that will

2 be undertaken with grant funding; and how the

3 business and community can be benefitted through

4 the grant.

5               At the end of my narrative on the

6 businesses, the public hearing will be opened for

7 resident comments, and residents can provide any

8 comment on any of the eight businesses.

9               The Mayor is going to control the

10 order of public comment at that time, so each

11 business has been asked to attend this meeting

12 remotely, and we have one in person, and they are

13 going to be prepared to answer questions posed by

14 the City Council or the public as allowed by the

15 Mayor.

16               So in addition to the narrative on

17 each business, the State has asked us to comment

18 about a detailed, prioritized list of community

19 development and housing needs during the public

20 hearing.  The following narrative applies to

21 every one of the eight businesses up at the

22 public hearing this evening.

23               COVID-19 has decimated the business

24 community and employment numbers in the region
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1 and in the state to degrees included in each of

2 the business applications and as narrated in this

3 public hearing.

4               First, the City's Comprehensive Plan

5 Update discusses the importance of a healthy

6 business community in order to improve quality

7 of life, specifically commercial/retail

8 development.

9               In Section 2, Community

10 Characteristics and Land Use Trends, the

11 Comprehensive Plan states there is a defined need

12 for a more consistent, cohesive approach to

13 attracting and retaining retail and commercial

14 services, especially in the downtown, where

15 sustained efforts in supporting and incubating

16 businesses should be the focus of economic

17 development.  Second, in the same section of the

18 City's Comprehensive Plan, it discusses that

19 housing count and household growth is key to

20 attracting new retail development.  Any loss of

21 business in the community is going to cause the

22 existing residential base to be underserved.

23               So our first business, Centers for

24 Foot and Ankle Surgery, Limited, d/b/a Foot and
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1 Ankle Centers, is requesting $25,000 for working

2 capital, including payroll, rent, utilities,

3 telecommunications, inventory and overhead

4 expenses.  The Foot and Ankle Center has been

5 open since January 1st, 1999 and has 18

6 employees.  Since the start of the pandemic, the

7 Center has had to furlough staff and go to

8 partial shifts.  Funding will help them maintain

9 their 15 employees and to provide care/treatment

10 for local patients.

11               Crusade Burger Bar, LLC is

12 requesting $25,000 for working capital, including

13 payroll.  Crusade has been in Yorkville since

14 June of 2016 and had a total of 38 full-time

15 equivalent employees, 43 part-time and 25

16 full-time employees prior to the pandemic.  The

17 COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a loss of about

18 60 percent of their normal revenues.  Funding

19 will help them retain employees until they are

20 able to restart indoor dining.

21               Fast Burrito, Incorporated has

22 requested $25,000 for working capital, including

23 payroll, rent and utilities.  Fast Burrito has

24 been established since March, 2005 and has five
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1 employees.  Since the start of the pandemic,

2 sales have decreased significantly as indoor

3 dining is prevented.  Funding will help them

4 retain employees and continue take-out

5 operations until they are able to restart indoor

6 dining.

7               Ginger and Soul, Incorporated is

8 requesting $25,000 for working capital, payroll,

9 supplies, rent and utilities.  Ginger and Soul

10 has been in business since February, 2015 and has

11 five employees, along with seasonal help.  Sales

12 have decreased significantly since indoor dining

13 is prohibited.  Catered events have been

14 cancelled by organizers.  Funding will help them

15 maintain all their employees on payroll as well

16 as acquire supplies needed to perform carry-out

17 until indoor dining is allowed.

18               HNM Corporation, known as Butcher

19 Block 360, is requesting $25,000 for working

20 capital, including payroll, rent and utilities.

21 HNM Corporation has been in Yorkville since 2008

22 and has six employees.  Since the pandemic

23 began they have seen an 80 percent loss in

24 revenue and are open limited hours for curbside
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1 pick-up.  Funding will help them with paying

2 rent, payroll and utilities until indoor dining

3 can resume.

4               NCG Yorkville is requesting $25,000

5 for working capital, including payroll and

6 operations.  NCG Theaters has been open in

7 Yorkville since 2013 and has been closed since

8 March of 2020, resulting in a total loss of

9 income.  Funding will be used for employees and

10 operations of the business when they are allowed

11 to reopen.

12               NDB Enterprises, Incorporated, doing

13 business as Sunfield Restaurant, is requesting

14 $25,000 for working capital, including payroll,

15 utilities, equipment, maintenance and supplies.

16 Sunfield Restaurant has been in business since

17 1998 and has been closed since March, 2020 since

18 they are not set up for pick-up or delivery

19 orders.  Funding will allow them to pay their

20 employees, utilities, provide for equipment,

21 building maintenance and supplies for the

22 business to open again.

23               Taekwondo Korea Center, Incorporated

24 is requesting $25,000 for working capital,
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1 including payroll, rent, utilities, insurance and

2 merchant services.  Taekwondo Korea Center was

3 founded in April, 2014 and has been conducting

4 online training only since the end of March.

5 Since then they have seen an increase in monthly

6 membership cancellations.  Funding will allow

7 them to continue paying rent and utilities and to

8 maintain payroll during the closure and after

9 reopening.

10               That's all eight businesses.  The

11 notice of the public hearing was published in the

12 Beacon on May 19th, and all of the materials have

13 been available at the City website link here, and

14 so the City Council has to discuss a resolution

15 of support during this meeting for the Mayor's

16 report and then a participation agreement will be

17 signed between the business of the City after

18 this meeting, and that wraps up my speech.

19          MAYOR PURCELL:  Thank you, Bart.  Again,

20 this is a public hearing.  Are there any other

21 comments for the public hearing portion?

22                        (No response.)

23          MAYOR PURCELL:  Hearing and seeing none,

24 I have closed the public hearing.  Thank you very
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1 much.  Thank you, Bart.

2                         (Which were all the

3                         proceedings had in the

4                         public hearing portion

5                         of the meeting.)

6                     ---o0o---
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS )
                  ) SS.

2 COUNTY OF LASALLE )

3    I, Christine M. Vitosh, a Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter, do hereby certify that I transcribed

5 the proceedings had at the pubic hearing and that

6 the foregoing, Pages 1 through 16, inclusive, is

7 a true, correct and complete computer-generated

8 transcript of the proceedings had at the time and

9 place aforesaid.

10    I further certify that my certificate annexed

11 hereto applies to the original transcript and

12 copies thereof, signed and certified under my

13 hand only.  I assume no responsibility for the

14 accuracy of any reproduced copies not made under

15 my control or direction.

16    As certification thereof, I have hereunto set

17 my hand this 1st day of June, A.D., 2020.

18

19

20                   Christine M. Vitosh, CSR
                  Illinois CSR No. 084-002883

21

22

23

24
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